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’Tis the pattern of the gods that sets the scene
But ’tis man or woman who decides.

Does one leave the warmth of the hearth
To once again step into the Chariot,

Or does one languish in the arms of the Unraveller?

The Grindstone will dampen thy brow with beads of sweat
And stain thy face with tears

And yet the steady hand of the Grindstone
Will guide you in wisdom

To the peak of She who loves the Silence

To know thyself is to know the path that must be chosen
To know those who walk silently beside you

Is to know paradise.

LXXXI

Thanks to Michael Sheppard, Aaron Moshe, and Frater Acher
for ensuring this project came to fruition.



LXXXI—Quareia The Magician’s Deck

Introduction

LXXXI—Quareia The Magician’s Deck is a unique magical tool for
twenty-first century magicians. The deck has eighty-one cards,
a mystical number that relates to completion, and it is divided
into four realms: the Divine Realm (red borders), the Inner Realm
(blue borders), the Physical World (green borders) and the Realm
of Death and the Underworld (black borders).

TheQuareiaMagician’s deck is not based on any tarot system,
but rather it draws on the mythic, mystical, and magical powers
that underpin the magical systems from which tarot eventually
developed. It is based on real inner realms, real inner contacts,
and beings and forces that the practitioner of magic is very likely
to involve themselves with.

Because of this approach the deck works as a contacted deck,
i.e. used magically the images can act as gateways to inner
realms, inner beings, and magical patterns. It is not a deck for
casual tarot readers; rather it is a deck specifically designed for
magical students, practitioners, workers, and adepts working
within the broad spectrum of Western magic. It can be used for
magical divination or as a direct connection to inner contacts;
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A Guide to the Card Meanings

as gateways for meditation, magical visionary work, soul explo-
ration, or contacted ritual work.

To ensure that the images donot become entangled inmagical
misconceptionswehavemoved away from the relativelymodern
use of set ‘names’ for the beings in the images. Instead we have
reverted to a very ancient way of presenting inner beings: we
name them according to what they do. This way, there is no
ambiguity about what a being actually is.

Magicians from most magical systems will recognize many
if not all of the beings in this deck; not from their images, but
from what they do, where they are from, and what power they
operate through. This approach enables magicians and practi-
tioners from many different magical and spiritual traditions to
recognize the powers in this deck and to work with themwithin
their own magical system.

The same theme runs through the two main layouts for the
deck, in that each position tells its own story and has its own
meaning. Reading the card and the layout position together, the
magician can get a broad understanding of the answer to his or
her question.
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Chapter 1

The Divine Realm

The Divine Realm is the place where no human can tread, but
where the powers of Divinity flow across the expanse and into
the inner worlds, and finally into the physical world. These
cards appear when a Divine power is flowing into the creation
or destruction of something.

The Star Father I

When the Star Father appears it tells us that a new and as yet
unformed potential of power is beginning to express itself. The
cards that fall around it will tell us a bit about how this potential
will manifest. It can mean a new life, a new path, and be as
vast as a new civilisation or as subtle as the seed for a personal
revelation.
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A Guide to the Card Meanings

The use of the word ‘Father’ does not indicate gender; rather
it refers to a power that seeks to ‘output.’

The key to understanding this card is that the power is
Divine: it is a vibration that moves towards creation which
eventually manifests. It is the first spark, a sound that becomes
‘the Word,’ or the first sliver of light in the darkness. The Star
Father is the Divine Intention.

The Creator of Time II

The Creator of Time is the Divine power that flows from the Star
Father as it begins its journey into manifestation. It begins to
form the pattern of life by taking the Divine Spark from pure
light into life/manifestation:

“The Light shone in the Darkness, and the Darkness
comprehended it not.”

The light is Divine consciousness beginning to take form and
pattern. It is the first step towards life, towards the weave that is
our universe.

This card tells us that something is now taking form, is
becoming solidified, and yet still has the potential to manifest
in any number of ways. It is the pattern that forms time and
substance. It is a powerful card and when it appears for us it
tells us that deep and powerful creative powers are at work with
which we should not interfere.

The Holder of Light III

This power is the polar opposite to the Creator of Time. The
Holder of Light is the pattern that light returns to from the
darkness and density of manifestation: when the soul no longer
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belongs in the cycle ofmanifestation, it returns back into the light
that is the spark of Divinity.

Please note that the use of the words ‘darkness’ and ‘light’
have nothing whatsoever to do with ‘good’ and ‘bad’; rather
they are pure expressions of Divine Power and its relation to
substance.

This card tells us that something has become completely
withdrawn from our inner and outer realms and has returned
to the Divine Source. If this card appears in a magical reading, it
tells us of something that is complete in the Divine sense. It no
longer has a function in the Physical World, the Underworld, or
the Inner Realm: it has rejoined its source.

The Archon and the Aion

The Archon and the Aion are the threshold-keepers of Divinity.
The two powers are opposing beings, a bit like the positive
and negative poles of a magnet. They are archangelic in their
structure and stand betweenDivinity and themanifest outer and
inner worlds.

Between them they create an energetic tension that forms
a barrier through which nothing is allowed to pass unless it
truly belongs there. The two archangelic beings are Divinity’s
guardians and doormen.

The Archon is the overseer who only grants passage to souls
seeking a return to the Holder of Light. The Aion is the bridge of
Divine power in the form of the Creator of Time as it forms into
a pattern that will become time/substance: it allows the flow
of the Divine Spark as it seeks to express itself in the inner and
outer worlds.

This card shows us the images of the two archangels. One
holds a shield to protect, and the other offers a cup. The cup
dispenses the pattern of time/light into creation. The shield
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protects the threshold of Divinity, and also protects themagician
from their actions by blocking them from stepping into the
Divine realm.

The appearance of this card tells of a dangerous threshold
that has been reached and which must not be crossed. To ignore
this card’s warning is not to be punished, but to be destroyed.
It tells us that something beyond this threshold is too powerful
for our consciousness and manifest bodies to cope with. If the
barrier’s force is tested by the magician, they will be impacted
by a defensive blow.
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Chapter 2

The Inner Realm

Introduction

The Inner Realm is the universe’s cooking pot, and is where
the various beings reside who are involved in the creation and
destruction of life and everything in the universe.

When the light of the Star Father fragments into pieces,
those pieces are formed and guided to flow into manifestation.
That is the light flowing into the darkness—and the darkness is
substance.

When the fragments of light come together within the sub-
stance, the light expands and breaks the darkness, the vessel
which is substance that holds life. The vessel is composted down
into the Underworld, and the light reaches back into the inner
worlds in search of a path back to the Holder of Light. This is an
overview of the dynamics of the Mysteries without any cultural,
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religious, or magical dressing.
Over the span of this natural impulse and action, the light of

life interacts with many different powers and beings as it forms
and dissolves over the span of a lifetime or lifetimes.

The beings and places of the Inner Realm are the details of
these interactions. They are particularly important to magicians:
these beings and powers work ceaselessly with every living
thing, humans included. To do magic is to know these powers
and beings, and to work with them consciously in a specific way.

The beings closest to the output of light from Divinity look
strange and wonderful to us, but the closer a being is to working
with humanity, the more human they appear. The beings who
work with souls/light as it tracks its way back to Divinity
continue to look more human until the final bridge across the
Abyss is crossed: beyond this bridge is the Holder of Light to
which the light returns.

In this chapter we will examine in descending order these
beings, powers, and places of the Inner Realm. We will start
with the ones closest to Divinity and end with those closest to
humanity and the physical world. The Inner Realm begins once
the impulse of light moving into time crosses the abyss, and it
ends with the last being standing between humanity and the
Inner Realm.

The Abyss

The Abyss appears in the deepest part of the Inner Realm, and
also as the very last thing in the physical realm. It is a highway
of power that runs through all the worlds. It is the very last
expression of physical manifestation and also the beginning of
the Inner Realm: the realms are bound together in their depths.

We humans think in very simple dimensions, but the worlds
are vastly more complex than we can ever imagine. Just as you
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find the light of nothing in the depths of substance, so too is the
abyss at both the beginning and the end of formation.

The appearance of this card in a reading marks a major
turning point in a magician’s life path. It is a step from which
there is no going back: a potentially dangerous step, but one that
will move the magician forward in their deeper understanding
of magic, power, Divinity, and life.

You can choose to move forward or not. Choosing not to
will close that opportunity down; to choose to step forward is
literally to step off the cliff and surrender to Divine Power.

The Keeper of the Abyss

The Keeper of the Abyss is an archangelic being sometimes
described as Metatron. This being operates only in the Abyss
and ensures that everything is in its place. It ensures that those
who sleep down in the Abyss stay there, that those who must
rise from the Abyss do so, and that those who should cross the
Abyss are assisted.

The Keeper also facilitates the future flowing down from
above andmediates it towards themanifest world. This is a deep
and powerful being on the threshold of Divinity who acts as a
crossroads.

The appearance of this card tells the magician that deep,
formative powers are crossing a threshold towards manifes-
tation, and that by meditating with this being in mind they can
draw deep understanding of this process. It signifies a major
crossroads and reminds us to choose wisely which direction we
take.
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The Protector of Souls

When souls have released from their bodies after death and
begun their journey back through death and the inner realms,
one of the places they can end up is with the Protector of Souls.
This female power holds souls who need to sleep rather than
being in life, held in the earth, staying as an inner contact, or
going back into life.

This is a place of shelter that lies close to the Abyss; a place
where souls can stay until they are ready to cross the Abyss back
into Divinity.

The message of this card is “wait.” It signals a need to take
time out, to rest and regenerate before taking some final step,
as another step forward would be unsafe. It is a compassionate
barrier that holds us back until we are ready to move forward in
whatever way is necessary.

She is also a power we can turn to when we are in the depths
of complete depletion and exhaustion: meditating upon her
power and asking her for solace when we fear all is lost is a
magical way to work with her.

The Weaver of Creation

The Weaver of Creation also sits close to the Abyss, opposite
the Protector of Souls. The Weaver of Creation gathers up the
threads of light, energy, and power, and begins to form the
physical world on her loom. She sets the pattern to which
various angelic beings of the Inner Realm work in the formation
of the worlds. This pattern then becomes the Foundation of
Knowledge (see next card).

The power of the Weaver is not one with which we can
commune directly as magicians, but her touch is in everything
we see around us. The understanding of her pattern in every
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living thing helps us understand the wider picture of creation
and how everything is woven tightly together.

When this card appears in a reading, it tells of complex
dynamics coming together in formation, and it can indicate the
creator of something. The Weaver, whose power runs through
every structure that is made to last, appears when a person
decides to create a massive project, or have a child, or begin a
long-lasting magical lodge.

Where the Weaver lands in a layout will tell you what sort
of creation is coming into being, be it magical, physical, or
personal. It can also indicate where a long-term pattern is being
created which is as yet unseen.

Hidden Knowledge

Hidden Knowledge is a vast, complex angelic structure that has
been created by theWeaver of Creation and which acts as a filter
for Divine consciousness to flow through.

As the Divine Spark passes across the Abyss on its journey
to the physical world, it passes through the angelic structure of
Hidden Knowledge. Here it transforms from pure light with
intent into breath, light, utterance, and the impulse to manifest
physically.

The complex patterns which are known in mysticism by
names such as ‘The Flower of Life’ or ‘The Metatron Cube’ are
weaves of angelic consciousness, energy, power, and light that
make up this filter we call Hidden Knowledge. Once the Divine
consciousness has passed through this filter, it begins to take
on unique forms that will eventually become vessels for life: a
human, a tree, the sun, an ocean, and so forth.

In reverse, as the magician pushes deeper into the inner
worlds, they eventually come to this pattern. If they are able to
connect with this pattern, they will be filtered and refined by its
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influence in preparation for access to the deepest mysteries. This
is a process that can take a long time, and it opens themagician’s
mind and heart to the profound aspects of magical and mystical
knowledge.

When this card appears it heralds a deep mystical revelation
which can unfold quietly or suddenly confront the magician. It
shows the magician that deep knowledge and understanding of
the Mysteries is within their potential.

The Light Bearer IV

The Light Bearer is an archangelic being who helps forge the
path of the Divine Spark on its journey into life expression. It
is a defined power that has an impulse to manifest into a vessel
(life, body, the earth). It guides the light to substance and it is
also the light within the earth.

This being affects everything that comes near it, and as the
Divine Spark flows from the pattern of Hidden Knowledge it
interacts with the Light Bearer who creates and upholds a path
for that passage into life. It is a positive power, a power that seeks
life expression, and is the pure light which is in everything.

When this card appears it tells of a pure essence of something
or of an original impulse. It tells of a new path being forgedwith
Divine assistance, of the light within the darkness, the shine at
the end of a long tunnel. It is a giving andmerciful angelic power
that can open the way for the magician to move forward, but it
will not directly assist or interact with the magician.

The Imprisoner V

This angelic power works in opposition to the Light Bearer.
Where the Light Bearer forges a path to completion, the Imprisoner
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closes paths, withholds the light, and traps everything that
needs trapping in its power.

This being hasmultiple actions in the inner and outer realms.
It is essentially a power of restriction. When it opposes the Light
Bearer, it slows the creative impulse to a lower velocity and a
lower frequency so that the Divine Spark can begin to take form
and solidify. It is the other end of the deep inner ‘scales’ with
the life impulse on one side and the impulse to withdraw on the
other.

This is the power that withholds life, that traps beings who
should no longer be in circulation. It holds them until it is time
for them to be released, or until it is time for the being or soul to
travel back into life, or deeper into the arms of the Protector of
Souls, or into the depths of the Abyss.

This is a very important dynamic for magicians to under-
stand. These inner dynamics are imprinted on everything that
exists, and it iswithin the balance of these twopowers thatmagic
is born. This card is the negative/dark to the positive/light of its
partner, the Light Bearer.

When this card appears in a reading it can suggest the need
to withhold something or put it in hibernation, or it can appear
when the power of withholding is active in your magical life for
some reason. It can also indicate powerful magical bindings at
work that may need dealing with.

Pure Balance VI

The Angel of Pure Balance is a deep reflection of the scales of
balance. It is also an angelic presence that sits in the centre of
the Inner Realm powers, with the patterns of knowledge behind
it, the Imprisoner to one side, and the Light Bearer to the other.
It faces the future, the birth of substance and the manifestation
of the physical realm.
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This angelic being does not interact directly with humanity;
rather it sits in the centre of all the power flows and ensures that
the powers of creation and destruction are evenly matched. It is
the being most identified with root deities: ancient deities who
have not been subdivided.

When this card appears in a reading it tells of pure balance
or of the power of a root deity. Depending on the questions
asked, it can suggest where in a magician’s life and work there
is need for deep magical balance in the powers with which they
areworking, or it can indicate that such balance in theirwork has
been achieved. It can also indicate to the magician, if they are
working with angelic or deity powers, that the power they have
connected with is a deep, resonant power of complete balance.

This in turn warns the magician to tread carefully, as a
misstep or misjudgement can upset a delicate and yet powerful
balance. If the magician is in the midst of a round of magical
work or a project, the appearance of this card can indicate where
the centre of balance is for the magic. This in turn can also mean
that if bad cards appear, they are part of the balancing process
and should not be feared.

The Inner Temple

The Inner Temple is the first card to depict a place in the Inner
Realm with a human connection. The Inner Temple represents
all inner temples, which in turn are inner reflections of all conse-
crated sacred temples that have ever existed in the physical
realm.

The Inner Temple is where we meet deep inner contacts,
inner adepts, the inner priesthoods, and the ancient deity powers.
Magical adepts work in the inner temples as part and parcel of
their magical work, connecting with angelic beings, deities, and
contacts that were once part of human life.
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The Inner Temple often appears in magical readings when
there is a connection between the inner temples and themagician.
Sometimes this connection can appear in amagician’s orbit years
before he or she becomes aware of it. The contacts of the inner
temples wait until the magician is ready to recognise them and
work with them.

Whenever and wherever this card appears in a magician’s
reading, it tells the magician that the powers and contacts of
the inner temples are active in the magician’s work. It can also
highlight the beginning of magical work with an ancient deity.
Before such a deity becomes active with a magician, a threshold
is prepared for the interaction. The inner temple power is part of
that process. It is also a powerful indicator that the magician is
moving away from everyday magic into deeper, more powerful,
mystical magic.

The Inner Librarian

The Inner Librarian is a major inner contact for many different
types of magicians and resides exclusively in the Inner Library.
The Inner Library is amore accessible aspect of the Inner Temple,
and is usually the first place that apprentice and Initiatemagicians
work as they develop their inner skills.

The Inner Librarian is a consciousness that is both of humanity
but also of a deity. This being is the keeper of human know-
ledge, and works exclusively for the attainment and protection
of knowledge and wisdom through the ages.

When this card appears in a reading it indicates that the
magicianwould benefit greatly fromworking in the Inner Library,
and is potentially being called to work in the Inner Library. It
can also indicate a new phase of learning for the magician, and
that such learning will have inner guidance if the magician pays
attention. It is a card of intensive study and learning from the

18



A Guide to the Card Meanings

experience of previous generations of magicians. It can also
indicate a new teacher coming into the magician’s life.

The Grindstone VII

Nowwe are getting to the inner powers that work more directly
with humanity. The Grindstone is a lower octave of the Light
Bearer andworks closelywith humanswho arewilling to engage
with its power. The Grindstone is an angelic being who creates
boundaries and limitations which push a person to achieve. It
is discipline and hard work that polishes the raw material into
something very special. It is connectedwith the planetary power
of Saturn and is also the power behind the magical sword and
self-limitation.

When the Grindstone appears in a reading it tells of a period
of intense work, or potential necessary hardship, or necessary
limitation: it is the power that holds the magician back so that
they can perfect and learn the skills of powerful magic. It slows
the magician’s work and helps with the formation of the vessel’s
boundary, shape, and its polishing. It can also indicate the need
for self-discipline.

The Unraveller VIII

We get to see this angelic power in action all around us in
everyday life. It is the power that unravels us, tests us, and that
ultimately can destroy us if we do not learn its lessons and stay
aware of its influence in our lives and in nature.

TheUnraveller gives us rope—enough rope to hang ourselves.
While the Grindstone stands over us and constantly teaches,
limits, and polishes us, the Unraveller stands back from the
action and gives us everything we ask for to see whether we will
destroy ourselves through self-indulgence or learn through such
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freedom to self-limit (which will bring the power of the Grind-
stone into our lives).

The Unraveller is power and substance unchecked. It can
manifest as the literal overproduction of cells (cancer) where the
self-limiting/death capacity of the cells has been disengaged; or
it canmanifest as too muchwealth, too much substance (obesity,
for example), overpopulation, lack of self-discipline or self-
regulation, or the use of magic for unnecessary self-gratification
or for settling everyday issues. All the manifestations of this
angelic power bring destruction.

When the Unraveller appears in a reading it indicates that we
are being given enough rope to hang ourselves, or that we are
being given the opportunity to identify those parts of our lives
or magical practice that are out of control. If we do not identify
those areas—or choose not to—and we do not engage with the
Grindstone, thenwe begin firmly towalk the path to unravelling.

The Inner Companion

The Inner Companion is an angelic inner contact who works
with mystics, visionaries, priests, and magicians who have been
allowed access to the Inner Realm of the desert by the Desert
Guardians.

The role of the Companion is to guide and advise the seeker
as they begin to explore the inner worlds in the pursuit of
learning and service. Usually this contact is made by working in
magical vision to access the InnerRealms, though they sometimes
appear spontaneously in dreams and visions.

In Kabbalah this Companion is known as Sandalphon, an
angelic consciousness that also has human elementswhichworks
alongside humans in the outer and inner worlds. This contact’s
role is to guide the seeker’s actions, to help them understand the
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outer world’s inner template, and to help the seeker understand
how the two worlds are within and of each other.

This card indicates that the person or situation that is the
reading’s subject is part of a larger developmental process, and
that inner guidance is there for the seeker: the Companion will
be by their side.

This contact will not save you from yourself and it will not
do things for you or show you things that you should find for
yourself; rather it guides you towards your own path and reveals
the segments of the Mysteries that you are currently able to
understand. Like a true friend they do not do things for you,
but they help you enable yourself to learn, grow, and be useful.

Guardians of the Inner Desert

This inner being guards the Mysteries, blocks passage to the
deeper inner worlds, and keeps the seeker from accessing inner
powers they are not able or ready to understand and respect. If
the seeker tries to push past this guardian theywill be catapulted
out of the inner worlds or diverted down a blind alley. The
guardian is there to protect the integrity of the Inner Mysteries,
and also to protect you from your own stupidity.

When you have arrived at a point where it is safe for you to
continue on your path, the wall will dissolve and the guardian
will step aside to allow you access to the deeper realms. Never
disregard the guardian: he is there for your protection and
benefit.

When we are young, we want things and wewant them now.
This being teaches us that “want”means nothing. Aswemature,
we see the wisdom of restriction and the importance of working
within our capabilities and within the time of natural order.

In a reading, this card warns us to stop and think about what
we are doing andwhy. It tells the reader there is potential danger
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ahead and they should tread slowly and cautiously.

The Utterer

The Utterer is the mediator of the power of utterance. It is also
the angelic being who whispers the words of God into the ears
of humanity. When the Divine Breath is to be spoken upon the
earth, the Utterer whispers in the ears of those who can hear.

This angel is the threshold of themediation betweenhumanity
and Divinity through the breath, through sound: it is the power
that breathes the Divine Spark into a form that becomes life. It
is also the power that gives sacred sound, alphabets, and the
knowledge of God to humanity.

When this card appears in a reading the message is “pay
attention.” Something is beinguttered into theworld that directly
affects you. Just pay attention, listen, learn, and let the angel
breathe and utter through you, whether that means uttering
poetry, wisdom, sacred words, or uttering a storm through you.

The Utterer can also carry messages, and when it appears in
a reading it could be telling you that an important message is
coming. The message may be as subtle as a whisper, but it will
carry great power in your life.

It could also be a reminder to guard your words, so think
carefully about what you are saying in writing, teaching, or
speaking: words have power, and words spoken by a magician
have a great deal more power.

Keeper of Justice

The Keeper of Justice is probably one of the best-known images
in the Western world. The Keeper of Justice is an angel blind-
folded. This shows us that its power is not discriminatory: it
cannot be swayed by emotion as it cannot see. It holds the sacred
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sword ready for action, and the scales—and as you can see, the
angel is the scales (unlike the deity of Justice who holds the
scales).

Divine justice has nothing to do with right and wrong in a
moral sense: it is about cause and effect.

When this card appears in a reading it tells of an action
of justice: that a rebalancing of the scales is unfolding in the
subject’s life. Or it can indicate that true justice is coming to the
magician.

Threshold Guardian IX

The Threshold Guardian is a vast angelic being poised on the
threshold of creation: it is the bridge between the inner worlds
and the physical realm. This angel bridges life and consciousness
back and forth between the desert and the manifest world,
allowing races, species, and individuals to flow into life.

The Threshold Guardian also guards the Inner Realms from
human minds accidentally wandering into the inner worlds in
dreams. It is through this angel that magicians pass as they seek
entry into the inner worlds through the use of their imagination.

As its deeper power this angel bridges the building blocks of
life into the sea and land, bringing together the different ingre-
dients that make up a physical form: it bridges the weave of the
weaver into form to make a human, a dog, a tree, etc. It is an
angel of Alchemy in the deepest sense.

On another level the Threshold Guardian triggers our imagi-
nation and dreams, giving us visions and enabling us to use our
minds to cross deep into the innerworlds. It is the creative power
in action, the regenerative pull of the moon, and the bridge of
conception.

When this card appears in a reading it heralds a period of
creative, imaginative, and mental alchemy. It can also indicate a
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special pregnancy or a new creative living power about to flow
into life.

Chariot

TheChariot is a cardwith different layers to it, from themagically
mundane to the deeplymystical. On amagicallymundane level,
this card indicates travel, be it inner or outer. But the Chariot is
much more than that.

The Chariot is made up of archangelic beings that lift the
human to the threshold of Divinity, the closest a human can get
to such a power and continue to live. In the life of a magician
there comes a time when such contact is possible, and it often
occurs without warning.

It can come inworkingmagical vision orwithin deepdreams:
the magician is lifted up by this power and comes as close as is
possible for a living human to Divine Power. This angelic power,
the Chariot, is deeply connected with the power of Metatron,
the angel that stands at the junction between Divinity in its most
powerful form and humanity.

When this card appears in a reading it can indicate inner
travel or sometimes literal travel; or it can indicate that the
magician is about to step into a powerful arena where the
archangelic powers, Divine consciousness, andmagical humanity
all come together inmystical union. Themagician is lifted briefly
to inner paradise and looks upon the power of the Divine Realm.

Wheel of Fate

As the Wheel of Fate turns it burns up old, outmoded patterns
and illuminates the new path ahead. This power sits close
to humanity/manifestation and is involved with the changing
tides of fate for all living things. (It is often mistaken for the
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Seraphim, which is a deeper, more powerful angelic being.) As
the power of change flows through the inner desert, the Wheel
turns to give that change momentum, to break stasis, and to
prepare for the new allocations that will be put in place by the
Three Fates.

The appearance of this card heralds major change for the
magician or for the reading’s subject. The area of the person’s
life which will manifest that change is indicated by where in the
layout this card falls. It can also be read in conjunction with the
Fates, should one of them appear in the same reading.

When this card appears, do not fear the change or fight it: it
is a necessary part of development and maturity. Embrace the
change and be open to actively engaging this power in order to
learn and grow.

Fate Giver

The FateGiver is one of three goddesseswho oversee and govern
the fate of every living thing. She fixes the exact time andplace of
conception and birth, weaving into being all the gifts, potentials,
and fateful events that offer potential in a life. She is the opener,
the goddess who sets in motion the path of a new life: she takes
the weave of creation that has passed over the threshold into
physical form and turns it into a unique individual pattern.

The Fate Giver sets not only new lives in motion, but also
new nations, new religions, and new patterns that will express
Divine potential in the manifest world. She fixes not only the
conceptions and births of humans, but also those of other key
living beings such as animals whose birth heralds a new epoch.
She works in harmony with the stars and the Divine Inner
Powers in order to manifest fully the weave that was created
deep in the inner worlds.
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For magicians, she is a key power to work with in the under-
standing of how the potential of life physicallymanifests through
a fate pattern, but also reveals to us what this life will carry
with it. We are all given a pot of resources—gifts from the
gods—when we are born. It is up to us to use these gifts wisely,
and to learn to use them in the service of the land, humanity, and
Divinity.

When this card appears in a reading, it shows that a starting-
point has been set in time and a fate pattern is actively in place
within which a person or process can operate. This card can
also indicate, depending on where it falls in the reading and the
subject in question, what potential or purpose we came in with.
It can also show that something has been set in motion and is
working to a specific pattern.

Fate Holder

The Fate Holder is also known as the Measurer: She Who
Measures That Which Must Be Contained. She takes the Power
of Restriction and applies it practically to every living thing.

This goddess sets a person’s lifespan. Though there aremany
possible ‘death hotspots’ in a person’s life—potential deaths that
can be averted—no one can live beyond the measure of the
Measurer.

We can call on her in times of danger and work with her
magically to avoid potentially lethal dangers, so long as we are
not at the end of our measure. Her measurements are of fate
only, and are very specific: her whole focus is the timing of
fate events and ensuring that all the threads of fate, mixed with
individual choice and action, come together harmoniously.

Our futures are not set in stone; rather they are a complex
pattern, a weave we can explore and travel down in our journey
through life. Our individual actions and choices affect how we
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interact with that weave of fate. The Fate Holder ensures that we
do not move beyond our own fate pattern, that we are contained
within it, but howwe experience that wider fate depends on our
own actions and choices.

When this card appears it tells uswhere fate is beingmeasured
andheld, where there is a period of timeduringwhich something
should be engaged with. It can indicate that a lifespan is being
protected, or that a period of work or learning is still in progress
and has not yet reached completion. It is a card of continu-
ation—and a protection of that continuation.

Fate Taker

The Fate Taker is the goddess power that is completion. She
is the ending of something, and it is an ending that cannot be
changed. Once the end of the measure comes, the Fate Taker
triggers the deeper inner powers that dismantle and compost
something or someone who no longer has a place out in the
world.

When she touches theweb of fate, it dissolves and is nomore.
This canmean a literal time of death or the end of something that
will not come back: it no longer has a pattern of fate through
which to manifest.

The position in which this card appears in a reading is very
important to the overall divination: if it falls in the layout in one
of the inner positions or in the distant future, it means that the
ending has been set in time but has not yet manifested in the
physical realm.

If it appears in one of the physical realm positions, then its
position will indicate where the ending expresses itself. It can
indicate the end of a cycle of fate, the end of a life or an organ-
isation, or the ending of a particular activity that will not be
revisited.
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Chapter 3

The Physical Realm

Introduction

The powers of the physical realm are simpler for us to under-
stand than the powers of the Inner Realm because they are
around us all the time. These powers flow through our world
and manifest as powers, places, energy dynamics, and people.
The powers of the Inner Realm flow through these outer expres-
sions and directly affect us.

In a reading we can often see the Inner Realm cards as the
root causes of a situation and the physical realm cards as the
manifestation of those root causes. This realm contains the most
cards, and they are as diverse as is our physical world.
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Mother Earth

Mother Earth is the land: the externalised expression of Divinity
in substance and the true vessel of creation. The land is the
container of the Divine Spark just as our bodies are containers of
the Divine Spark: everything that is manifest is Divinity exteri-
orised.

TheMother Earth card tells us of the land: either the country
where we live or the land/area where we live.

When this card appears in a layout it is telling you of a land, a
natural place, and of your relationshipwith it. Part of thework of
a magical adept is to tend the land and keep in communion with
its needs. This communion is done through vision, synchronic-
ities, and divination (like a card reading).

This card can also indicate that your magic needs more
involvement from nature, or that the land is asking for help.

Sol

The sun is the source of our life: without it we cannot survive
and nothing grows. The elemental power that flows to us from
the sun is powerful, raw, and can be worked with magically in
a variety of ways. The magical consciousness of the sun is vast
and a primal deity power flows from it with no human filters or
dressings: it is just pure power.

In the modern rush for glamour in magic, the sun’s power
is often overlooked, but that was not always the case. Our
ancestors and ancient priesthoods knew full well the power that
flowed from the sun, not just in terms of health, growth, and
regenerative sunshine, but also in terms of the magical inner
power that flows from it.

When Sol appears in a reading, it can indicate great success
or access to a vast reserve of power, depending on the question
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and where the card falls.

Luna

Themagical power of themoon lives up to itsmagical persona: a
power difficult to grasp, whose hidden depths threaten to drown
those who delve too deeply in its mysteries.

The power of themoon as amagical force governs the psychic
‘inner sight,’ the tides of the sea, the pull of fertility, and the
rhythms of nature. On a surface level, for magicians the moon is
a power of the night, of shades, shadows, fertility, and the pull
of reproduction. The power of the Moon can be used to hide
things, to slip unseen into places, to draw on sexual powers, and
to pass deep into the Underworld in vision.

On a deeper magical level, the moon’s power guides us
in understanding those gifts and powers which run through
ancestral bloodlines: it is a lower octave of the ThresholdGuardian
IX.

When this card appearswe are confrontedwith the complexity
that is Luna. Its meaning is like its nature: whenever we seek to
grasp its wisdom, it slips through our fingers. It is a changeable
power like the tides, and should be understood in such terms.

Read this card in relation to everything around it, and also
where it falls in the layout. Rather than telling you something
specific, Luna casts a shadow of confusion, depth, and illusion
on its fellow cards in a reading. It tells you that you are not
seeing the whole story, that something is possibly being masked
or veiled, or that strange and disturbing tides could be affecting
the situation you are reading about.

It can also indicate a loss of sanity, and warns the magician
against pushing their mind and imagination too far. It can tell of
timings and tides of magic, and brings to the reading a quality
of unpredictability and inspiration.
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Place of Healing

This is the water that soothes and heals, the water that refreshes
and regenerates. It is the natural cold spring that rises from the
land and nourishes everything in its path. It is the domain of
healing spirits, of compassionate goddesses, and the vital force
of life that flows through the water.

When this card appears it can indicate a diseased body
healing, a period of rest and regeneration after hard work, or the
path towards balance. This card tells us of a withdrawal from
the hectic world of power and indicates a time to rest, heal, and
regenerate.

If the reading is about a land area or place, it can literally
mean that a healing spring is on the land and should be worked
with. In the reading of an individual it indicates a period of
regeneration. If it appears in a reading about magical work, it
can indicate either the power of healing/regeneration or that the
magician needs to work with water in a healing capacity in their
work.

Inspiration

The waterfall is the dynamic flow of inspiration, of creative
expression, and the flow of inner voices to the outer world.
Water is a powerful substance not only for the obvious reasons,
but because it can carry energetic information and spread it
across the land.

It is important for magicians to utilise this power, and it
is of the utmost importance for all magical people to engage
consciously with it. What is simply a creative inspiration in an
artist becomes a doorway into the inner realms for a magician.

In this card, the waterfall is upheld by two angelic beings
who help mediate the deeper powers of imagination, which in
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turn mediates access to the inner realms: the magician creates
through inspiration and then steps through the imagination to
access non-physical realms.

When this card appears, it shows the reader that a creative,
inspirational force is present or coming; a force that can be used
in the formation of a magical mediation through art, music,
poetry, stories, sculpture, etc. It also tells the reader that the
creative impulse is coming from a much deeper well than their
own mind: a voice or voices from deep within the inner worlds
arewhispering an inspiration that could lead themagician down
the path of mediating something new to the world.

Temple of Ancestors

A circle of sharp upright stones forms an ancestral alignment
which stands dwarfed by the vast body of water that tumbles
past it, just as we are small and insignificant in the face of the
forces of nature. The river of ancestors falls powerfully past the
stones, just as the consciousness of our own ancestors and the
bloodlines from our lands flow constantly around us.

This card represents the collective knowledge of all who have
gone before us, and for magicians it is a focal point for learning
from the past experiences of others. It is an outer version of
the Inner Library and allows us to tap into the vast reservoir of
ancestral wisdom that connects us to the land and the powers
that flow through the land.

When this card appears it is telling us that there is access to
ancestral wisdom in a place or situation, if we choose to engage
it. Where the card appears in the layout tells us where in our
magical lives this resource is active and accessible. If it appears
in the position of the Home and Hearth, for example, it tells us
that the wisdom and knowledge we seek can be found in our
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own family line. This card can also indicate that an ancestor is
trying to teach us or assist us in some way.

Magical Temple

When the Magical Temple card appears it tells us about magical
structure. The Magical Temple card represents the outer court
structure ofmagic, whether that is training, practice, or amagical
community.

The Magical Temple is about form and structure. It is the
building, the grades, the outfits, the tools. . . the complete exteri-
orisation of magic in the magician’s life. Now this can be a
good thing or a bad thing. Some structure and form is good
as it contains magic, gives it shape, and ensures the long-term
survival of the style/content/path.

A true Magical Temple finds a precarious balance between
form and flow, between identity and anonymity. A healthy
Magical Temple will have all that is necessary for the magic to
flow and nothing that can limit, strangle, or degenerate it.

When this card appears in a reading, like all cards it is read
in the context of the question and the position it lands in. In a
good position, it tells of magical structure that is enabling magic
to flow through your life. It can also represent magical training
or a magical community around you that helps you flourish as
a magician.

If it lands in a difficult position, it can point to the magician
clinging to outdated forms andunnecessary dressing: the structure
is limiting your development as a magician and needs to be let
go of. It is easy to get trapped in a beautiful or interesting cage,
and the trap of a glamorous temple is large indeed.
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River of Dreams

There are many types and qualities of sleep, but for a magician
the realm of dreams can be very important. Sometimes dreams
are just, well, dreams. At other times the dream state becomes an
in-between place where we work, interact, or are given glimpses
into what is around us and what is to come.

The magical dream state is represented in the card River
of Dreams. The River of Dreams itself is an inner flow of
energy that we perceive as a river which flows from the Under-
world, from the same source as the River of Death. It carries
with it ancient memories, and also acts as a source of energetic
communion between faery beings, ancestors, the newly dead,
the inner contacts, and humans.

When we dream, our conscious control over howwe interact
and ‘see’ falls into the shadows and our deeper selves, instincts,
and true reactions come to the surface. Because the annoying
barrier of our conscious mind is relaxed, inner contacts can
sometimes connect more easily, and our capability for necessary
inner sight becomes stronger.

When this card appears in amagical reading, it could indicate
that you are working magically in your sleep, or that you need
to allow your body extra sleep time for whatever contact, work,
or prophetic sight needs to happen.

Gate of the Past

Gate of the Past signifies the past that we have left behind. If
this card appears in a reading, it shows that something is either
now in the past or that something from the past is affecting the
present or future. This card is a doorway rather than a being or
person, and tells us of things left behind.

34



A Guide to the Card Meanings

If this card falls in a difficult position, it can indicate that
we may be trying to hang onto the past or that we are looking
backwards: it is a warning that we need to move on and strike a
path that moves forwards, not backwards.

Home and Hearth

This card is probably one of the simplest of all in this deck. It
is representative of the home, the family, and domesticity. This
card tells us of our domestic responsibilities, our home life, and
our family. It can also warn us about becoming too comfortable,
about relaxing and not forging ever forward in the quest of
learning and service.

On a deeper level, the Home andHearth is a stage in magical
initiation when the seeker is lulled into the cosy security of the
family. Either we succumb to the comfort and security of the
Home and Hearth and push no further on our quest for the
Divine, orwe peer through thewindow to see the temple beyond
on the horizon: the ever-present reminder that a mystical or
magical seeker can never truly retire. We can rest, recoup, and
regenerate, but we can never really stay: the path of the seeker is
always calling, and answering the callmeans leaving thewarmth
and tenderness of the hearth and forging ever onwards.

Path of Hercules

The Path of Hercules is the path that leads to the short-term
future: it is the way ahead. It is called the Path of Hercules as it
is also a magical path, the path that forges the magician as he or
she strides into the future.

Magically, the path vanishes off into the magical direction of
south, the direction of potential and formation. When this card
appears in a reading, it is telling you about the way ahead. It is
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read in conjunctionwith the position it lands in, and can indicate
the best way forward for a course of action or decision; or it can
indicate that a new path has appeared for the magician, a path
that will lead to new cycles of fate.

Challenge of the Gods

This is a bit of a wild card and tells of a fate path being directly
manipulated by the deities and beings who operate within the
human patterns of fate. It turns up in readings where there is
something much bigger going on, often unseen by the people
involved in the fate pattern.

When this card appears in a reading, pay close attention to
the reading’s overall story and the cards that fall near it. Even
if the situation seems somewhat mundane, there is actually a
powerful force working through it, manoeuvring chess pieces
into position. Often this cannot be seen directly by the people
involved until many years later, but when they finally look back,
they will realise that this point in time was pivotal in their lives.

It can also indicate that the deities are keeping a close watch
over the magician and are working with them or through them
for a defined outcome.

Inner Sanctum

The Inner Sanctum is the vessel which holds the pure spark of
Divinity. It is a place that is sacred—truly sacred—and which
mediates the power of Divinity to humanity and the world at
large. For us this usually manifests as a temple, a church, and so
forth.

It tells of a place where the presence of the Divine is strong,
wherewe can bathe in the light and power of Divinity regardless
of the religion or beliefs connected with the place.
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When this card appears in a reading, it tells of such a sacred
place, or the need to go to such a place for safe haven or
connection and communion with Divine Being.

This card can be particularly helpful to the magician, if the
magician is trying to find out about an ancient site or a land area.

If this card appears in a reading for a person rather than a
place, it can indicate the need for the person to withdraw and
meditate in a sacred place. Such places, regardless of the culture
or religion to which they are connected, can give sanctuary, time
out, or strength and peace to an overworked magician. They
can also help plug the magician into the deeper, more mystical
aspects of magic.

Resources

Resources is a card which reflects the magical dynamics of
personal inner and outer resources. Our health, vital force,
wealth, inner sight, fertility, and so forth are all limited resources
within our fate pattern. Everyone has their own individual
measures according towhat they need to achieve in their lifetime.

When this card appears in a reading, it tells of where a
person’s resources are being used the most, so that the magician
can preserve those resources to the best of their ability. If the
Resources card appears in a difficult position, like the Gate of
the Past or an Underworld position, it can indicate that certain
resources have been used up for this lifetime and care must now
be taken. If new resources are coming in, this card will appear
in a future position.
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Beings and Powers of the Physical Realm

Spirit Guide

This card tells us about a powerful and ancient inner contact or
spirit being who works with visionaries, shamans, magicians,
and mystics. It is a companion that appears as a white horse
that flows out of the land, and which accompanies, guides, and
protects humans as they begin to explore the inner worlds, the
faery realm, and the land’s inner landscape.

Until a person can flow freely by themselves from one world
or realm to another, the white horse acts as a guide, sometimes
carrying the person on their backs as the magician learns how to
access places, or learns about places they did not know existed.

The more earth/nature orientated the work, the more this
companion will appear until you have learned where things are
and how to access them for yourself.

Around theworldwefindmanymyths that tell of themagical
white horse, often connected with the sun, that assists kings,
queens, visionaries, and magicians. If this card appears, it could
indicate that the Spirit Guide is willing to work with you as
an inner contact or that you are about to start a new round of
magical learning in different realms of inner worlds.

Goblin Queen

The power of the Goblin Queen was in the world before us
humans, and it will be still be here after humankind has gone.
Her image is representative of tribal faery beings or established
lines of land beings rather than a literal contact. Her power is
about the consolidation of territory, generations of control, and
total confidence in the stability of her power.

38



A Guide to the Card Meanings

When this cardmakes an appearance in a reading, it is telling
us about a magical connection with lines of Faery/land beings
which are firmly established within the land.

It is important to understand that when this card appears, it
has nothing to do with the whimsical, romantic, or New Age
idea of faeries. Rather, this card tells of us of the very real
power these pre-human beings possess, and warns us when it
appears in a reading that we have stumbled across an ancient
faery/land power base that is well established andwill be vigor-
ously defended if necessary.

The Goblin Queen is fearless, powerful, and not above toying
with a human for her own amusement: this deep and conscious
power of the land is interested only in the continuance of its
power and territory. Threaten either of those, and you will find
yourself up against an enemy far beyond your capability. Pay
homage to her power and offer service to the land as a magician;
you may just find yourself on the periphery of a vast, ancient,
and protective family.

If the Goblin Queen makes an appearance in a magical
reading, it indicates a powerful faery or land contact that is
involved in, affected by, or at least aware of the situation being
read about. The magician can then decide if they wish to make
direct contact with that land power and work with them. If
this card appears in an aggressive or dangerous reading, then
it is very possible that the magician’s actions have caused great
offence or disturbance to the faery lines this card represents. In
such a case, the magician would be well advised to find a way to
make amends as quickly as possible.

These beings are not cute, they are not reasonable, and they
are not harmless: land beings/faery beings can devastate a
person’s life, home, family, and work should they choose to.
They are most often found around areas with natural springs or
stone outcrops. When the Goblin Queen’s card appears, think
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very carefully about your magical actions and what effect that
action could have had on the land around you.

Faery King

The FaeryKing is the counterpart of theGoblinQueen, butwhile
she is a powerful defender of territory, the Faery King is more
of a trickster. This is the male aspect of faery consciousness,
and this card represents the types of being who will play havoc
with a human settlement or individual not because of territorial
disputes, but out of sheer entertainment value on their part.

Like the beings represented by the Goblin Queen, these faery
beings do not have human values or emotions: they are the
natural spirits of the land. They are the spirits of the forests,
the valleys, and the moorlands. They can infuse a human with
madness, or simply harass any human who stumbles upon their
land.

When this card appears in a reading, it can either warn of
such faery interference in human life, or it can, for a magician,
indicate a faery being who is willing to work with the human.
If this is the case, tread very carefully: these beings can be very
difficult if not worked with properly.

Blood Ancestor

Blood Ancestor is the primal ancestor and the shoulders upon
which we stand as human beings. This card connects us to the
root of all we have come from, a root that we can still connect
with.

The Blood Ancestor can also be a Sleeper, an ancient human
who chose at their death—whichwas usually a ritual slaying—to
refrain from going back into the cycle of life and death, but to
stay in the land and sleep. By staying in the land they dream
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the future and they commune with the land, the creatures, and
the humans. Cultures all around the world have ancient ritual
sleepers, and they are part and parcel of the living world: they
are the tap-root to all that is human.

When this card appears in a reading, it shows the magician
that, whatever the situation or person being read for, there is
within its/their orbit an ancient ancestor still sleeping in the land
who is active. This card tells us that something very special and
profound is happening: the ancients are awakening andworking
with the magician—whether they are aware of it or not. They
will speak through the land, and through themagician’s dreams
and visions.

Do not always assume that such an appearance is for the
magician’s benefit: sometimes these awakenings happen when
the land is in extreme danger, or there is a massive change
coming, or the line of skills or blood that the ancestors are the
roots of is at risk. The magician could simply be a pawn in a
much bigger picture: remember, it’s not always about you! But
whenever this card appears, pay close attention to the position
in which it falls, and be very aware that something important is
happening.

Ghost

The Ghost tells us about people who have died but whose spirit
continues to wander in and out of our world. They have not lain
in the earth to sleep as an ancestor, nor have theywalked through
death and towards rebirth. These are the people who get stuck
or wait around for a variety of reasons, and continuously try to
connect with the living.

When someone dies it is expected for them to try and connect
with the living for a shortwhile, but in normal circumstances the
spirit moves on within a few weeks. However when someone
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is trapped for whatever reason, they continue to cling to the
world of the living. The longer they cling, the more they begin
to lose the sense of who they were: they slowly become shells of
themselves. These shells make great vessels for parasitic beings
who step in and operate through the ghost, evoking emotive
reactions in humans and feeding off the energy of that emotive
reaction.

In the card image, the woman is veiled and is bathed in
moonlight. Unable to see clearly, the shade operates more and
more in the realm of the imagination and emotions. This is a
card of illusions, of ghosts, and of fractured sight.

When this card appears, it could literally mean a ghost, but
more often it tells of illusions, of beings or spirits masquerading
as something they are not, or of not seeing someone as they truly
are. Whereas the Luna card tells of our own illusions, the Ghost
tells us of beings that are not what they seem: take this card as
a warning to step back and reassess: you are missing something
and are not seeing someone or some being for what they are.

Parasite

The Parasite is a being that feeds off the energy and emotions
of others. This is an order of beings that is often problematic
for magicians, as parasites can dress up and pretend to be
something they are not in order to get a human to connect with
them.

Parasites will often encourage a person to behave in ways
they would normally not; or the parasite may cause an exagger-
ation of some disturbing emotion or impulse.

When this card appears it is a warning that something is
feeding offyour energies and is encouraging you to do something
or behave in a way that keeps that food source going. By identi-
fying the food source (hate, anger, fear, sexual arousal, illusions)
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the magician can work with their own emotional discipline to
starve the parasite out. When the reading is about a building
or place, it can indicate that such a place is parasited and needs
cleaning up.

The Elemental Magical Tools

Limiter: Air/East

The appearance of the sword, the Limiter, in a magical reading
can be good or bad—it has no emotive quality to it as it is an
expression of a pure magical element. It is a blade; it is also a
breath/utterance: it is the magical power of air.

The Limiter is themagical sword that limits power, slowing it
down so the power can beworkedwith by a human. The Limiter
is a lower octave of the Grindstone, one of the angels of creative
manifestation. It is connected with the magical direction of east,
the power of magical utterance, and the element of air.

When this card appears in a magical reading, it is about
guarding, limiting, or boundaries. It can indicate the need to
work with the magical sword in order to contain a power, to
hold it back, or to enact limitation upon something. If the
magical question is about directions and elements, this card
would indicate the need to work in the east and/or with the
power of air/utterance. If the reading is about magical attack,
it could indicate that someone is using hostile limiting powers
or utterances against the magician.

Staff of the Gods: Fire/South

The magical staff or wand is a passive tool that is upheld by the
magician to connect with the power of fire, potential, the south,
and the future. It is called the Staff of the Gods because its power
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should never be wielded actively by the magician: its power is
for the gods alone.

We humans have a very limited understanding of what lies
ahead of us in the future. Evenwith the power of prophecy, there
is much we can misunderstand: we often do not get the bigger
picture. So wielding the Staff of the Gods actively in magic can
causemore trouble that it isworth. This is themagical tool that is
held by the gods, and the rest are held by the magician: together
they make a team.

The appearance of this card in a magical reading tells of the
creative fire potential of the future, and that the gods are actively
working with the magician to open the way forward for the
future potential. This card asks you to trust the gods. It says “the
future is being formed, you do your bit and we will do ours.”

It can also indicate the pure element of fire, and can be
a warning about fire magic being used that may harm the
magician or the subject of the reading.

Where it appears in the reading will tell you where it is most
active or how far into the future it is working. If it falls in an
Underworld position, it tells of that power being taken from the
life or situation being read about.

Regenerator: Water/West

The Regenerator is the magical vessel that can dispense regen-
eration or destruction depending on who holds it. Usually it
carries regeneration, which is its natural power, and the appearance
of this card would indicate renewal, growth, regeneration, and
rebirth. It can also indicate the element of water and the act of
dispensing used in magic, or it can indicate the need to work
magically with water either for the body or for the land. Its
magical direction is west and its power is ultimately one of
completion.
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Foundation: Earth/North

The Foundation is the earth power that we stand upon, the
power that roots us to life and the land. As a foundation it
upholds us, gives us strength, and allows us to draw on ancient
knowledge and wisdom.

The appearance of the Foundation in a magical reading
would signify earth magic, land spirits, or working magically
with rock/stone. It can act as a shield, as a container (rocks,
particularly large ones, are good for putting beings in when you
run out of other places to put them), or as a guardian.

Depending on where this card falls and what the question
was, this card would indicate the need to be aware of earth
magic or land spirits, or indicate the need to use rock/stone as a
magical tool, container, anchor, or guardian. It can also indicate
that the magic in question must be rooted and anchored in a
foundation in order for it to be stable.

Powers and dynamics that flow through humanity

Premonition

The image of this card is a depiction of an old Celtic magical
figure knownas the Bean-sídhe (faerywoman) also knownas the
Washer By The Ford. In Irishmythology, the Bean-sídhe appears
the morning of a battle and washes the clothes of men who are
about to die. She gives to whomever she appears a warning
about impending doom.

Magicians train in a variety of skills. One is divination, and
another is the use ofmagic to elicit change. If this card appears in
a reading, it is awarning of potential disaster that can be averted.
The card’s position in the layout can indicate the source of the
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potential disaster, and that information can help the magician
head off the oncoming problem and sidestep the impact.

When this card falls in a magical reading, note where in the
layout it falls. Then begin reading to identify the cause, the area
of life the potential problem will strike, and your options for
avoiding it.

Sometimes these warnings are about the literal death of
someone. There are two reasons why a magician is shown the
death of someone. The first is as a warning when the death is
potentially avoidable and it is up to the magician to work out
how to sidestep it. The second is when the event itself cannot
be stopped, but it is important that the magician works actively
with the person fated to die either before, at, or immediately
after their death.

Glamour

Being sucked in byGlamour is amajor issue formagicians. It can
take many forms; the common denominator is being seduced
by something that is not real, that has no power content. For
magicians this trap can manifest as the quest for grades, the
wish formagical ‘fashion toys,’ the lure of self-importance, or the
feeling that the outfits, status, and altar clutteredwith purchased
magical objects are what make a magician, which is not true.

All these things are hurdles that themagicianmust overcome
to access real power. There is nothing wrong with any of
things so long as you understand that none of them are actually
magic—and if you enjoy them only for their own sake then they
will not affect your magic. Often, though, this card appears
when someone is still caught in the first flush of excitement at all
of magic’s strange symbols, obscure language, and secret signs,
and has developed a feeling of self-importance.
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If this card appears in a reading it is a warning that you
are fooling yourself and being seduced by a glamour that will
ultimately destroy you if you do not recognise it for what it is.

A major part of the development of a magician is to know
thyself, which includes not being glamorised and knowing your
weaknesses rather than indulging them with a head full of
excuses. If this card appears in your reading, look where it falls:
this will give you a clue about the type of glamour you are being
taken in by, or what aspect of glamour has you hooked. This
card can also point to lies—either telling lies or being told lies.

Temptation

Magic holds a mirror up to our true selves so we can become
aware of our weaknesses in order to address them. We all have
weaknesses, and part of the process in magic is to become aware
of them, analyse why they have such a hold on us, and then act
on that information to strengthen ourselves. Temptation has as
many faces as humanity itself.

Part of the process of magical development is to address
these issues, not through therapy but by being truthful with
ourselves. This in turn enables us to create our own boundaries,
the ones we know we need, and to live by them. As with all
magic, this is not about morality or social acceptance, but about
knowing our weak spots: when you are up to your eyebrows in
deep inner magic, any weakness has the potential to be manip-
ulated and used by inner beings in order to destroy us.

If this card appears in the reading, its position will indicate
the type of temptation to which you are being subjected, and
the cards around it or at the reading’s conclusion will show the
outcome of not tackling it. The appearance of this card warns
you that you have a weakness that needs working on. Identify
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it, understand why it is there and how it came about, and be
truthful to yourself about the best way to tackle it.

Scapegoat

The Scapegoat appears when someone or something is trying to
shift the consequences of an action onto another person.

Magically this can be used in a very nasty and powerful way,
and should this card turn up in a reading it would indicate the
dodging of consequences, or the transplanting of a destructive
fate onto another person.

The Scapegoat also appears when a person has not learned
their lesson and has tried to shift the consequences or blame for
an unbalanced act onto someone else. On a mundane level this
may seem a minor thing, but for a magician the full impact of
scapegoating can come into an extremely powerful focus.

Magic works through balance and the harmonic flow of
power. When the magician inadvertently disrupts this flow,
the consequences, be they minor or major, serve to teach the
magician. This is not about learning any moral lessons, but
about learning the simple dynamic of cause and effect.

This card can appear in readings when the magician is either
consciously dodging the results of their actions, or is uncon-
sciously trying to shift a consequence on to someone else. It can
also indicate magical scapegoating, and offers a warning that a
person is carrying a burden that is not theirs.

The appearance of this card is a warning that the situation
needs to be looked at closely. The magician should ensure that
no one is carrying a burden that is not theirs, and that they are
not avoiding the consequences of their own actions.
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Disease

This is a natural, conscious, destructive power that flows through
the physical realm and literally brings disease. Disease appears
when there is some imbalance that in turn can trigger degener-
ation and destruction. We all get sick, and usually we get better
with time andhelp. But deeper disease canwarn of an imbalance
in a genetic line, a person, a lifestyle, etc.

When this card appears in a reading, it can tell a simple
tale of the magician getting sick, and if the rest of the reading
progresses well, then such illness will be overcome in its own
time. However, if this card appears in a powerful position, it can
indicate that the magician needs to reassess how they work or
live their life.

It tells us that something, somewhere, is imbalanced for the
individual, which puts them at risk of disease. This can be
anything from too much intense magical work to living in an
unbalanced place or eating thewrong foods. If this card appears,
think carefully about the different aspects of your life and see
if anything can be adjusted to support your health rather than
threaten it.

This card can also indicate the magical disease. This is often
a difficult illness that is not fatal, but which could be if the
magician does not tread carefully.

The magical disease has been known about for thousands of
years. It is a long trial period in a magician’s life that pushes
them and yet limits them in order to polish them into something
very special: the resource of health is diminished in order to
release that energy for use as a resource for extreme magical
development.
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Magical Attack

In divinatory terms, the card Magical Attack is simple and
straightforward: it indicates a magical attack aimed at a person,
place, thing, or group. When this card appears, the magician
is either somehow involved in a magical attack, or is on the
receiving end of one. This card warns of the folly of falling into
the trap of mounting a counterattack at, or taking any counter-
action against, the original assailant, as this will open—and keep
open—a line of energy that will then flow back and forth. Such a
connection will keep the hostilities going energetically, and will
attract parasites with a vested interest in keeping a ‘war’ going.
This card often appears in a reading alongwith the Parasite card,
as the two are close bedfellows.

If this card appears, it can warn the magician either that
they should cease hostilities as they are getting themselves in an
energetic tangle, or that they or the reading’s subject are under
attack.

The best action a magician can take when under attack is
to detach emotionally from the situation, scrape the magic off
and dump it, and ignore where the magic came from. This will
trigger a deeper magical dynamic of the Grindstone and the
Unraveller: the magician grows strong and learns a great deal
from constantly removing what has been thrown at them, and
the attacker slowly unravels as their pour all their energy into
unsuccessful attacks.

When this card appears, look closely at what position it falls
in (where the attack is coming from), what cards are around it,
and what the future holds. Look at the outcome in a second
reading to see what would happen if you employ the simple,
drawn-out but effective strategy of just removing the magic each
time it is thrown at you.

We all want justice, but in seeking human justice we can also
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upset deeper balances thatwe are not aware of. By simply taking
the magic off each time the magician stays fine and dandy, and
there can be no greater punishment for an arrogant, attacking
magician than for them to realise that they are ineffectual and
essentially without real power.

Giver of Gifts

This is a minor card that indicates the giving and receiving of
gifts. The gifts can come from fellow humans, or they can come
from beings or deities around the magician. It can indicate that
the best course of action is to give a gift, or it can be advice that
themagician should tend to a being, deity, or person by ensuring
that they have what they need.

The deeper aspect of this card is ensuring that needs (not
wants) are met in order for everyone to move forward. As a
minor card, it is often read in relation to the question and the
other cards that fall around it. It is a card of checks and balances,
of ensuring that the scales of energy and substance are balanced.
The appearance of this card tells you that you will receive what
you need. If you are not in need, it could be telling you to help
someone.

Bailiff

This minor card is the polar opposite of the Giver of Gifts: the
Bailiff takes what is due or what needs taking. When this card
appears in a reading, it can signify loss, having to pay dues, or
having something stolen. Usually it indicates a loss that restores
balance, however expensive or painful this may be.
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Wise Teacher

This card indicates that someone is coming into the magician’s
life who will be a wise and honourable teacher, helper, and
friend. Often wise teachers appear in our lives in unusual forms
and when we least expect them. They are not obvious teachers;
rather they often appear as a nice person who is willing to help
you. But through their help they teach you a great deal about
yourself.

Wise teachers often pass through a magician’s life unnoticed
bringing subtle but important changes. The voices of the gods
sometimes speak through them, and if we pay attention to them
we can learn a great deal about ourselves and the deeper aspects
of magic.

When this card appears in a reading it indicates that someone
close to the subject matter is a potential guide or teacher who is
working in the magician’s interests. It can also indicate a teacher
in general.

Fellowship

This card indicates fellowship and can relate to some group the
magician is involved with: it is a collaborative group of like-
minded people. Sometimes we are not aware of the fellowship
around us; sometimes it is a group scattered across the globe but
kept connected through the stream of magic.

When this card appears it can indicate that the magician is
either working with, or will soon connect with, a fellowship of
magicians or like-minded people.

Its deeper meaning in a magical reading is that though the
reader may feel alone, they are not: they are becoming part of a
wider fellowship ofmagicians ormagical people. As time passes
the distance between the fellows grows shorter and the bonds
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grow tighter: it signals the birth of a magical family, the bonds
of friendship, and the powers of fellowship.

Communication

Communication is an indicative card that tells us about writing,
the transcription of knowledge, and the keeping of records.
When this card appears in a reading it indicates the need to
write, to study, and to work with written communication. This
could be magical writing, or it could indicate the importance of
writing down one’s knowledge and experience to ensure that it
survives in the future.

If this card appears in a reading, then depending on the
subject matter it can show the reader that there is a need to study
further, or to put their experiences and knowledge down in a
book. It can also indicate someone who works as a ‘scribe,’ and
in general it indicates the written word and its importance in
magic.

Seclusion

Seclusion is a straightforward card with a simple but important
message: you need to withdraw. Whatever the reading’s subject
matter, this card tells us that someone or something needs to
withdraw, wait, take time out, and rest. It shows the need to
wait and be still.

Humanity

The following cards indicate certain types or qualities of people
that a magician may cross paths with, or they can reflect aspects
of a personality being read about with the cards.
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Hierophant

TheHierophant is the bridge in humanity between the outer and
inner worlds. Hierophants can be male or female, religious or
not, but they are always mystical and magical.

In magical terms we often think of the Hierophant as the
head of a magical order, which is an incorrect assumption. The
role of theHierophant is to bridge the InnerMysteries and guide
others as they seek a deeper understanding of the powers of
Divinity and the inner worlds. Such an act cannot be defined
by a religion, a magical path, or indeed a particular culture:
the Hierophant’s work transcends all boundaries and structures
erected by humanity.

For us, this card indicates that either such a person or such a
power dynamic is coming into the life or situation of the subject
being read about. It can also indicate that a human inner contact
of considerable power and learning is about to instigate a period
of teaching in the life and magical work of the subject.

This card may also indicate that the magician will shortly
undergo a period of major development in their magical and
spiritual understanding. The magician who walks the path
towards the power of the Hierophant leaves behind all structure
that is comfortable, safe, and dependable. Such a magician can
no longer depend on the stability of a magical lodge or group,
or the safety of a religion: all these structures are limited in their
understanding of the Inner Mysteries, and the Hierophant must
step away from such comforts.

So the appearance of this card could indicate a moving away
from comfortable, known expressions of spirituality. The life
of the Hierophant ceases to be the life of an individual and
instead becomes a beacon of the Mysteries: a life of service and
hard work in the constant magical and spiritual evolution of the
people.
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Union

Union is an archetypal tarot cardwhich shows the union between
two people. This can be a union of bodies, minds, souls, or all of
the above. This card tells us of relationships and how we relate
to those around us. It can indicate a relationship or a magical
partnership, and where this card falls tells us how this union
will affect the life or situation of the subject.

It can also indicate an agreement between two people to
work towards a mutual goal, or a period of magical cooperation
between two people.

Child

The Child is a simple card that indicates a literal child. Like
all children, it is full of potential but has not yet formed a full
personality. When this card appears in a magical reading, it
shows a child coming into the magician’s orbit. Where the card
falls tells us the role the child will play in the context of the
reading. It can also indicate an adult who is as yet lacking in
life or magical experience: they are as children.

Elder

The Elder is a person who is either old or who has the wisdom
and understanding of an older person. Some souls are old souls,
and this card indicates to the magician that an elderly person or
someone who holds the wisdom of an elder has influence in the
situation being read about. Again, as with all the people cards,
it must be read in relation to where it falls in the layout and the
cards that surround it. We often think we know better than our
elders, and that may be true in many respects. But there is no
substitute for experience, and wisdom wears many faces.
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Idiot

The idiot is a card that tells us of total stupidity. In the card, the
moon shines down on an apprentice magician who is supported
only by their books, and who is ignoring the warning of the cat
that is desperately trying to save them. The fire burns around
them unnoticed and is ignored.

When this card appears in a reading it warns of stupidity that
can lead to disaster. It warns the magician of stupidity in an
action or a planned action, or an action that will have a stupid
outcome. It is telling you not to be an idiot!

Note: the following ten cards, five male and five female, tend to refer
to certain types of magical men and women. However, gender is never
quite as straightforward as we think, so allow for some fluidity in your
divination.

Men

The Occultist

The Occultist indicates a male magician who works through
control and manipulation. This can be good or bad in a reading,
depending on how they apply this dynamic. This card tells of
this stage of a magician’s life and the giddy sense of power that
working with a controlling dynamic can give a magician. But it
can be a false power if not approached properly, and can severely
limit the magical horizon of anyone walking that path.

When this card appears it can indicate that the magician in
question is currently at this early stage of development. How
things will unfold can be seen in the layout positions that tell
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of the future. It can also indicate, depending on the layout, a
struggle with a magician of this level.

The Occultist often represents younger male magicians, ones
who have not as yet been put through the grinder of deeper
magic, and who tend to be more theory than practice.

The Leader

As the magician learns to move forward and surrender their
need for control, a more mature power comes to them in a
different way. The Leader is a man with a solid grounding in
magic who has learned to wield that magic for the benefit of the
land and the people. The Leader rides the white horse, the spirit
that carries humans between the worlds, and he has the Limiter
strapped to his hip.

Before him is the Mountain: the challenges of overcoming
dogma, fixed thinking, overstructured religion, and magic. All
these barriers to Divinity create what we perceive in inner vision
as a mountain.

Though the Leader is a highly skilled magical adept, he
still rides the white horse instead of walking through the inner
realms alone. The Leader understands that if he is to serve in
both the outer and inner worlds, he must be firmly rooted in
both. This means voluntarily limiting his own energetic magical
resource (Pots of Resources) so that the more practical resources
of energy are still available to him.

Though he appears richly dressed this does not indicate great
wealth or lavish tastes; rather it tells us more about his careful
balancing of energetic pots. His self-limiting of magical power
lets him also wield material power: both are kept in balance and
check by the Limiter.

When this card appears in a magical reading, it tells us of an
adept who is working with that balance of power and service,
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and who operates in all worlds equally. With such status comes
great burden and responsibility: it is the Leader who carries the
greatest burden, and the Limiter is constantly ready to strike him
down should he abuse his gifts, his power, or his people. This
card indicates a leader or someone who carries such a responsi-
bility in some way.

The Man of Nature

The Man of Nature is a magical stage, a bit like the Occultist,
that many magicians pass through and learn from. The Man of
Nature is close to all that iswild, amanwho rejects the structures
of civilisation and instead focuses their magic on the upkeep of
the land, the animals, and the land spirits.

During this phase, the magician learns about the intricate
balance of nature in real terms. Nature is not cute, whimsical,
or romantic: it is a harsh balancing act that does not care what
is in your heart. It is about predator and prey, the creative and
destructive forces of the elements, and it has no time for wishful
thinking: nature demands understanding and respect.

It is very important for a magician to connect fully with and
understand the natural world around them, as one of the roles
of Adept is to oversee The Garden and learn how to operate in
conjunctionwith nature rather than in conflict. This in turn gives
the magician a deeper understanding of inner world dynamics
and of how we humans operate upon the planet.

This stage of connecting with nature is vital in magical
training, and becomes a major element in our understanding of
power dynamics. But it can also become a romantic trap. Media
has fed us many stories of ‘Merlin’ and shamans who live in
harmony with the animals: this is a skewed fantasy that city
dwellers are drawn to in their effort to reconnect with a major
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part of their selves. Like all good stories, it has an element of
truth, but that truth is drowned in sentiment and ignorance.

The degenerative side of the Man of Nature is this failure
to face up to the stark reality of nature; instead the magician
loses themselves in a fantasy world created from fragments of
truths dressed in a hide of wishful thinking. Just as the Occultist
operates from a place of control, so the Man of Nature functions
from a place of no control and no focus, which can quickly
descend into madness: wild, impulsive behaviour that has no
focus.

This card must be read in the context of its position in the
layout and the question at hand. It can indicate a healthy period
of learning from nature and a magical connection to the land,
or it can indicate a foolish adherence to a ‘wild path’ that holds
delusion.

The Mystic

The Mystic is the magician who has gone through the stage of
Occultist and usually aspects of the Man of Nature, and has
stood on a threshold to make an informed choice. Instead of
taking up themantle of Leader, theMystic adept instead chooses
to pour all their energetic resources into mystical exploration.

The Mystic is often withdrawn from society, works deeply
in the inner worlds, and carries energetic burdens connected to
world-changing events where the creative patterns of the inner
worlds are beginning to manifest in the outer world. The Mystic
draws ever closer to personal union with the Divine, and their
magical work facilitates such union.

When this card appears it can indicate a time of introspection,
meditation, anddeep innerwork that in turnwidens themagician’s
understanding of the worlds, of power, and of Divinity itself.
This can be a lonely time for a magician, as they begin to realise
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that very few people around them share their level of under-
standing. Nor can their wisdom really be taught or shared:
people have to find it for themselves.

This card can also represent a manwho is deeply thoughtful,
psychic, and is magically empathic.

Male Warrior

The image of the Male Warrior shows the bloodlust that can
happen in battle. From the magician’s perspective, it shows
where the male destroying power has completely taken over
someone: they will not stop destroying until they have accom-
plished everything they set out to do. This power has no reason
behind it, and it cannot be reasoned with: it is raw, killer instinct
that will destroy everything in its path.

When this card appears in a reading it is a warning: either
the magician is in danger of being destroyed by such a man, or
there is the potential for that quality to rise in the male magician
and consume them. It is a warning to temper raw feelings of
anger and the wish for revenge, or the wish to kill magically.

Bloodlust, a phenomenon well known in battle, can also
release in magic, and the magician will destroy everything in
their path if they do not keep it in check. Such power potential
in humanity is normal; it is what we do with it that can turn it
into something abnormal.

This card can also tell the magician that something is coming
that may make them rage, but they should keep their feelings in
check: there is another way to deal with the issue that will not
be so destructive for everybody, including themselves.
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Women

The Oracle

The Oracle is a female occultist who is a magician, often with
good psychic ability. Many women find their way to magic via
their own natural psychic ability, usually through experimen-
tation with tarot or other forms of divination.

The women whom the Oracle represents are ones who are
studying or working within magic/the occult and who rely a
lot on their own intuition. This card often represents younger
female magicians in the early days of their magical lives. It can
also indicate a female magician who relies too much on natural
instinct and psychic ability, to the detriment of learning the art
of magic itself.

Priestess Magician

The priestess magician is a female occultist who is adept at her
skills but expresses them through a male-orientated magical
system. One of the first mistakes that can happen, particu-
larly for female adepts, is that they either fall into the trap of
the masculine ‘control mentality’ that can be very prevalent in
Western magic, or they are shoehorned into a ‘scarlet woman’
role withinmagic rather than simply being themselves as female
magicians.

When this card appears, it can indicate a female adept or
initiate who is in danger of being typecast in a specific magical
role or mindset that would ultimately stunt her magical growth.
In some areas of theworld, oncewomen reach a stage of power in
magic they become limited by outmoded systems of magic that
were originally designed by men. Often this was not deliberate,
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it is just how magic developed in the West; so this card can be a
warning for a female magician to stay true to her own power.

This card can also represent a female magician who is a
natural leader but has yet to take the deeper step into the shoes
of the Hierophant.

Female Warrior

The Female Warrior is a complex power that can be difficult for
some to understand due to our cultural programming. We often
think of darkness and destruction as bad things, but they are
necessary for life to exist and are part of the balance of nature.

The Female Warrior is the light that shines out of the intense
darkness: she is the power of regenerative destruction, the
warrior power that confronts degeneration, and the priestess
who guards the Underworld.

Her power is drawn from the deep darkness and her mind
is unemotional, cutting, and focussed. When this card appears
it tells of a powerful priestess/magician who holds the power of
the Limiter andwho goeswheremost otherswould fear to tread.

The power of the Limiter holds her bloodlust in check, for
without that her power can truly be terrifying.

This card represents a female magician with this warrior
quality. She is at her best when guarding and defending, and
at her worst when released to attack. She mediates the power
of the destroying goddesses, and her magic will bring balance
where there is imbalance—but often at a high price. When she
appears in a reading, it indicates this female quality in the orbit
of the situation, or that a female magician is about to go through
the stage of the female warrior magician.
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Healer

The Healer is a female natural magician and healer who brings
the depths of the sea, an ancient power, into her surroundings.
Her natural element is water, and regardless of what magic she
is involved in, her true skills lie in healing and regeneration.

The Healer is both happy and depressive, strong and yet
needy: the nature of her power is water, and like water it flows
through any crack available. She is at her best when her power
and skills are allowed to find their ownway; yet these powers are
vulnerable to being dammed up inadvertently. Like the oceans,
her depths are vast indeed, and yet her surface can be calm and
still. Such a woman would not flourish under more constrained
systems of magic, but left unfettered she can nourish everything
around her.

Shamaness

The Shamaness is a female naturemagician, thewitchwho tends
the land, the woman who listens to the trees and the birds, and
who weaves her magic through instinct. Her skills lie in the
winds, the rivers, the creatures, and the vast array of land and
faery beings.

She is often not connected to more formal types of magic,
but holds the remnants of the folk magic and faery magic from
the land itself. She can bring balance to systems of magic that
have become too constricted or have lost their connection with
the world around them; yet such a system could restrict her too
much.

This card reminds female magicians not to lose touch with
the older powers of magic that run through the land, and that
their power can be drawn from the land directly beneath their
feet.
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The Shamaness is also a mystic: she hears the utterances
of Divinity on the winds, and it is through nature and magic
that she finds her path deep into the inner worlds. Often this
card can represent an older female magician, one comfortable
in her power and who is a good teacher. Such a person is often
overlooked as they do not often appear powerful, but their force
is hidden: when this card appears a woman of this quality is
involved in the situation or is within the situation’s orbit. It
can also indicate when a woman is coming to this stage of her
magical development.
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Realm of death

Underworld

The vastUnderworld comprises the inner remnants of our prehis-
toric landscape and is also the realm that links the ancestral and
faery realms to the inner desert and the landscape of death. The
waters that flow around the ancient trees are the source of both
the river of death and the river of dreams.

It is a place where the spirits of the dead, the ancestors, the
faery beings, and the ancient consciousnesses of primal forests
flow together, and as such it is a place in the Underworld where
humans, ancestors, and land beings can come together to work
in greater service for the worlds around us.

The Underworld Forest is nature’s equivalent of the Inner
Library: all the wisdom and knowledge of the forest, creatures,
faery/land beings, plants, and water is here in this vast, ancient
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place. When you need to learn about any of these things, this
is where you go. In return for your learning it is wise to offer
service to this place, helping things settle as they pass into this
place of hibernation.

When this card appears it tells you that whatever magical
process you are involved with has deep, unseen roots in the past
and in the land. When it appears, it offers you a chance to work
in depth in vision with this place, to connect deeply with the
spirits and beings that flow through it so that you can learn,
grow, and help. It can also indicate the passing away from the
surface world of magic or power that is beginning to sink into
the land in preparation for sleep.

The appearance of theUnderworld card can indicate something
passing into the past, going into storage or hibernation and
vanishing from the surface world. This is not a permanent state
but rather a ‘station’ that power and beings pass through slowly
as they descend into the Underworld.

Bridge of Death

This card tells of a place and power in the inner realm of death.
The Bridge of Death itself is an angelic being that we perceive
in vision as a structure. It helps us cross the threshold from one
world to another, be that into the realm of death/rebirth, the
inner worlds, or the depths of Divinity.

This power is guarded by two angelic beings. They ensure
that no one who is unprepared sets foot on the bridge, and that
those who do make that step go wherever they are supposed to
go.

Before we step forward to cross the bridge, which spans the
River of Death, we are guided by the attendant angelic beings to
pause and reflect. We are encouraged to reflect on our lives, to
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look at our actions in the full light of truth, and to be willing to
learn from our deeds.

When this card appears in a magical reading, it can have two
possible meanings. The first is literal and indicates, depending
on the position it falls in, that the reader as a magician will
be working at the threshold of death in service. This could
mean escorting someone through the death process, or being
a presence at the bridge during a time of disaster when there
are many dead. Rather than plan such work, the magician often
finds themselves pulled into sleep or deep meditation only to
discover themselves working at the edge of death.

The other thing this card could indicate is the card’s overall
dynamic: a time for deep reflection, inner examination, and
self-truth. The magician or subject of the reading has come to
a threshold that cannot be turned back from, and must think
very carefully about how they will move forward. It indicates a
need to reassess one’s attitudes and actions and to atone for past
mistakes, stupid actions, and immature behaviour.

It is also an indication, when this card appears, that the
magician has come to a threshold in their magical world and
they have the option to step forward into deep, unknown territory.
First theymust be sure that they are fully aware ofwho andwhat
they are—hence the self-examination. Once that awareness is
reached, it is time to ‘step off the cliff’ into untrodden magical
territory. Such a step is an early preparation for the crossing of
the Abyss.

This card can also indicate that the subject of the reading is
coming to the end of somethingmajor in their lives, that they are
about to take a step that will lead them into unknown territory
in a powerful way. It can also indicate, in a ill or old person, that
they are preparing for death.
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Death

The card of death indicates the final end of something. It
can be the death of a person, a life cycle, or an era; or the
end of something that will not be revisited. Besides the literal
expression of this card as the death of someone, it can also
indicate surrendering something that no longer has a place in
the physical world.

It is the end of substance, the smashing of the vessel, and the
release of the eternal spirit or energy; and it is the acceptance of
an ending, a completion.

We avoid and sometimes fear death, as is natural for all living
creatures; yet it is a normal process for the spirit to go through,
to shed the old skin and step into the new.

Destruction

This card represents the powers and beings that flow through,
and with, destruction. In an ordinary tarot deck we have the
Tower, which tells of destruction. In this deck, we look at the
beings and powers behind the destruction.

This card tells us about energies and beings that trigger
destruction in all its glorious forms. When it appears in a
reading, it warns that themagician is in the orbit of a destructive
power.

Destruction is natural and its lessons are important to learn,
but unnecessary destruction is something magicians can and do
avoid wherever possible.

The level of destruction this card represents depends on the
question asked and the card’s position in the layout. It can be
anything from destruction that is in fact clearing the way for
something new and better (loss of job, loss of home, crashing the
car but being okay) to a major pulse of destructive power that is
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seeking a vessel to fill. When this card appears, the magician
needs to check and see that there is no weak spot in their work
or actions that could precipitate such an incident. Then the
magician can look to see if magical action can be taken to avoid
such a destructive pulse.
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Layout

The following meanings are for the deck’s foundation layout
(page 76). Once you have familiarized yourself with this layout
and its meanings, you can find other layouts that work with the
deck on the LXXXI page of the Quareia website, as well as infor-
mation about the magicians who worked on this deck.

www.quareia.com

What follows is a foundation layout for magical divination
and also for self-reflection upon one’s own current fate path.
The more you work with this layout, the more you will begin to
realise that each position has various cards from the deck in its
orbit: the positions are the natural homes of some of the cards,
and each card has its group of ‘relatives.’ To understand more
about the layout positions, you can also refer to card information
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that the positions are named after: each position is also a card in
the deck.

The more you experiment, the more you will find!

1. The Mother Earth. This is ground zero for the reading. It
canmean the human body if the reading is about a person,
or it can mean the land, a building, or the energetic body
of a being. It is a ‘now’ position: it tells you about ground
zero at the present time of the reading. The position tells
of the energy, health, and state of the ‘vessel’ at the centre
of the reading.

2. The Lovers. This tells you about the relationships which
the subject matter is having that are important. If the
reading is about a person, it tells you about the strongest
interaction the person is having that is affecting them, for
good or bad. It can indicate a person with whom they
have a powerful relationship, it can show agreements or
contracts with which they are heavily involved, or it can
indicate a power or being they are interacting with.

3. Star Father is long-term future. It showswhat is forming in
a particular fate pattern and tells you the long-termpattern
that will come to pass, if the road walked continues. This
is a very important position for magicians to look at when
they are using this layout. It corresponds to the magical
direction of south/future/up and shows the longer-range
consequences, for good or bad, of the path currently being
followed.

4. The Abyss is the position that shows what is deep in the
Underworld, what has passed and will never return. It
is the past, the magical direction of north/down. If the
reading is about a place, it can showwhat is deeply buried
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beneath it. The card that falls in the position of the Abyss
is deep in the past and cannot be revived. It is related to
the Underworld.

5. The Gate. Things that appear in this position are falling
away from a person or situation. But a gate is always a two-
way thing: whatever is indicated here can return, pause on
the threshold, or continue its journey into the past (which
will take it down into the Underworld).

6. Temple of Ancestors. This position tells the reader what
influence or contact is flowing from their deep ancestral
line. This is the position in the layout where the ancestors
speak to us, advise us, or let themselves be known. This
position can also indicate inherited skills and gifts. This
position is related to the Blood Ancestor, the Foundation,
and the River of Dreams.

7. Inner Temple. The card that appears in this position
shows us the deeper, more profound magical or inner
aspects of a person or the subject. This is also the position
of inner contacts, angelic beings, and deities. This is the
threshold between the worlds, and what appears here
should be read in that context. This position is related to
the Inner Companion, the Inner Librarian, Hidden Know-
ledge, and the Spirit Guide.

8. Blood Ancestor. Just as the Inner Temple is the deep
threshold in the inner realms, the Blood Ancestor position
tells of the deepest ancestral connection the subject has in
the Underworld. The card that lands here tells you of a
blood ancestor, what gifts they have passed directly to you,
if they are willing to work with you, or if any ancestral
line is particularly active or problematic, depending on the
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question. It can also indicate magical work in the deep
Underworld with the assistance of your own ancestors.

9. Foundation. This position shows the deep anchor of a
person or subject. It is what has happened in the past
that will deeply influence the future. Anything holding
a person or situation back because of past events will
show in this position. Similarly, anything that laid the
foundation for a fate pattern within which the subject
is now active will show here. It is the deep roots of
the present that will determine how the future unfolds.
Whatever appears in this position cannot be changed but
must be incorporated into the future, whether the card that
falls here is good or bad.

10. Weaver. This position is one which tells of the fate pattern
of the subject. This is the position of the short-term fate
within which we are currently immersed. It can show if
we are in harmony with our current fate pattern or not.
The card that falls in this position is directly related to the
card that falls in Foundation. What happened in the past
defines how we engage with our current fate path, and
both positions can be read together to get the most infor-
mation possible. This position is related to the Three Fates,
the Wheel of Fate, and the Chariot.

11. Grindstone. This position tells of what is limiting us that
must be overcome. The limitations or difficulties grind us
andpolish us tomake us stronger. This is a position of hard
work that brings great success, of learning that may be
difficult butwhichwill beworth it in the end. This position
is related to the Keeper of Justice and the Challenge of the
Gods.
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12. Magical Temple. This position shows what is happening
in ourmagical lives. It showswhat powers aremanifesting
in our magical work, and can also show any interference
or issues with our magical path or magical actions. This
position is related to the Threshold Keeper.

13. Home and Hearth. This is the position of home and
hearth. It is the family, the tribe, the local community, the
family home. . . it all depends on your subject matter and
question, but this position is always about the outer world
around the subject. It is mundane, day-to-day living and
the environment in which that day-to-day living is done.

14. The Unraveller. This position tells of something that
is being unravelled and prepared to pass into the past,
through the Gate. Any situation that has reached its
peak and is now unravelling will appear in this position.
Whatever lands in this position is passing away from the
subject and no longer has a place in the subject’s life. This
card is related to the Underworld.

15. River of Dreams. This is the place of sleep and dreams,
of visions and nighttimes. Whatever is happening in
the sleep/dreams/vision of a person will show here. If
something powerful appears here, look to see what is in
the Weaver, the Ancestral Temple, or the Inner Temple
position. This will tell you where the power of the dream
is coming from, which in turn will tell you what is poten-
tially happening. This position is related to the Utterer, the
Underworld, and Premonition.

16. The Path of Hercules. This is the path forward, the Path of
Hercules. It tells of the short-term future and is aligned to
the directions of east and south. Whereas south and up is a
long-term formation, east and south tells of the future that
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is already on itsway, has formed, and is unrolling itself into
action. This also shows where the subject matter is going
in terms of what will happen next as a direct result of the
action in the rest of the reading.
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